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ABOUT AUTHOR

My first name is Tuthanh (pronounced as two-thank) and [
my last name is Le. | am the founder of Symphony

Themes, a premium Drupal theme provider. Working on

a small business company, | usually take different roles

but mostly as a product manager and a marketing l
specialist. ’

| am not a Drupal developer. Admittedly, | can not write a single piece of code. | do
not intend to learn coding either. That's why | will be a Drupal beginner forever.
Fortunately, | am backed up by my experienced developers.

The fun part of being a beginner is that, | refuse to absorb any advanced technical
knowledge. When my developers try to teach me something which are too
technical, | say NO. After | successfully learn a new stuff from them, | usually rewrite
it so | can teach my customers. They are all beginners like me so | need to make it
easy enough for them to understand.

| chose Drupal as my business platform since | started my company. | love to help
beginners and small business owners to explore the greatness of Drupal, like | have
built my online business with it.

In my personal life, | have a lovely wife and we are expecting our first child at the
end of this 2012.

You can visit my blog at http://tuthanh.com or my Twitter @tuthanhle.
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INTRODUCTION

We have a lot of Drupal books for users and developers, from beginners to experts.

What this book makes the difference is that

It is written for Drupal beginners and written BY a Drupal
beginner

Being a beginner, | know what all beginners fear. Just like | first learnt ball room
dancing, it took me almost 2 months to move like a robot, to struggle with music
rythm and sway at the same time. | had to overcome the temptation of quitting
several times before | could actually progress and enjoy the dances. Some of my
friends, unfortunately, took the quick path to just give it up. In ball room dancing,
the entry barrier was high enough to knock out a majority of beginners who had
been earilier very eager to learn a new thing.

Learn
Drupal!

..

The first day

Few days later Y UNO easier?
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Drupal is similar, it is known as an exclusive playground of developers because of
its high learning curve. The first time | had a try with Drupal, | had to struggle with
installing it a few hours to get pretty much a blank site. Then what is next? No clue. |
wanted to bang my head to walls.

We make it easier for beginners

| told my technical team: “Guys, | am dead with this stuff. Can you just make it
easier for me? Can | do it in less than a day?”

| am not a developer, | can not write a single piece of PHP code. | just know some
basic hosting and HTML knowledge. And | asked my team to get me to build a
completed Drupal site in a day. Sounds a mission impossible?

But we were very interested in this idea. We set a target, within 7 hours a newbie
should be able to master Drupal. Why number 7? Because it is less than eight, a
normal workday. We want every newbie can master a Drupal site in 7 hours and
spend the last hour of the day to enjoy the first success.

Got an ideal Contributed modules Theme

get it right

*

Instead of writing a 300 page handbook so it looks thick enough, we want to give

you this 90 page cookbook. First, it will look so much more encouraging when you
start to read. Second, we want you to follow steps by steps and finish with an actual
product that you can be proud of.
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We cut all craps which are just to make up the number of pages. We removed any
technical languages that may confuse. We tested and revised with our junior staffs
and our customers. We put ourselves in your shoes to write tutorials that can bring
most benefits.

Since | never develop myself to a Drupal developer
(my primary job is online marketing), | always keep
my mind as a Drupal novice and reject any difficult

Again thanks a lot, this the
first day on Drupal when I do

technical stuffs. So | believe that this guide will be not bounce my head against
easy for all Drupal beginners, as it is written by a the table desk screaming
beginner. n000000000.

Who this book is for?

Maybe you are a business owner who wants to quickly build a Drupal site for your
business. Maybe you are a Drupal novice struggling with learning Drupal. Do not
worry, you can master a Drupal site in less than a working day using this book and
other packages provided.

What this tutorial cover?

Hour 1: Installation, explains how to set up a Drupal site from our out-of-the-box
packages. It comes with the wizard, so you can setup
the site by just clicks.

Hour 2: Basic customization, covers all steps to “This is actually the first
upload your own content to the site. After that, you tutorial that gives me the

can launch it to public. overview I as a beginner
wanted.”

Hour 3: SEO, explores some basic rules before doing
SEO and then Drupal SEO techniques.

Hour 4: Daily content management, gives you some best practice methods to keep
producing content to your website.

Hour 5: Technical administration, shows how to keep your site healthy by status
checking, backup, updating modules and cores.
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Hour 6+7: Advanced customization, presents more advanced techniques if you
want to further customize the site.

After finishing 7 hours of learning, you will achieve:

e Have a running Drupal site of your own

e Understand how to administrate a Drupal site

e Operate your Drupal site running smoothly with ease

e Establish a solid background to explore more features provided by Drupal.

Download the example code for this book

We provide you three free out-of-the-box Drupal packages including Drupal core,
contributed modules, theme and sample content. You can pick one of those to
download and install.

e For blog or magazine style: Alphorn
e For organization or non-profit style: Conch
e For more free themes check out our free Drupal themes resource.

Questions and Feedbacks

We need your comments to make this book better. We are appreciated your
feedbacks to info@symphonythemes.com
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HOUR 1: INSTALLATION

LN

777

LD
0/—\
@ .
1S

In this chapter, you will learn how to install the Drupal package provided with this
book (refer to Introduction: Download the example code for this book). The packages
include Drupal core, contributed modules, theme and sample content so you can
have a completed site after installation.
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SYSTEM REQUIREMENT - BEST CONFIGURATION

You may install in a local environment first or you can start with a hosting straight
away. Drupal consumes more resources than other CMSes so do not pick a cheap
hosting. We recommend this following hosting configuration:

e Web server: Apache 2.x on Linux hosting
o Database: MySQL 5.0.15 or higher with PDO enabled.
e PHP: 5.2.5 or higher with PHP memory limit of 32MB.

This hosting configuration is popular in any hosting providers. Drupal can also run
in other web servers or database, but to avoid troubles when operating your Drupal
site later, please use this best configuration.

More info on Drupal requirements is availabe at http://drupal.org/requirements
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INSTALLATION

Step 1: Download the example code package with this book.

We provide you three free out-of-the-box Drupal packages including Drupal core,
contributed modules, theme and sample content. You can pick one of those to
download and install.

e For blog or magazine style: Alphorn
e For organization or non-profit style: Conch
e For more free themes check out our free Drupal themes resource.

Please extract the compressed files and choose the fullsite_package.zip file. The
other zip file is the theme only package which is good for developers. In this book,
we will use the fullsite_package.zip only because it is the most convenient.

Step 2: Upload to public_html folder and extract

You can use a FTP client tool such as Filezilla or CuteFTP to upload all files inside
the fullsite_package.zip package to your public_html folder on your hosting. This
way, after the installation is completed, the script will appear once your type
something like http://yourdomainname.com in your web browser.

Alternatively, you can create a subfolder under public_html and upload the content
of fullsite_package.zip there. The Drupal installation will be available at:
http://yourdomainname.com/subfolder.

Step 3: Create a new database

Create a new database through your hosting provider's control panel. Make a note
of the database name.

Create a user, add that user to the database, and grant the user full rights on the
database. Make a note of the username and password.
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» Protocol version: 10
® performance_schema (17,
. :hpmyadmm’(a) St Collation - » User: root@ocalhost
= webauth (1) Ofifection collation: utf3_general_ci RlE] MySQL charset: UTF-8 Unicode (utf8)
Please select a database Interface Web server
& Language @: English - » Apache/2.2.17 (Win32) mod_ssl/2.2.17 OpenSSL/0.9.80 PHP/5.3.4 L
mod_perl/2.0.4 Perlv5.10.1 b
@& Theme/ Style: Original - » MySQL client version: mysqind 5.0.7-dev - 091210 - Revision:
304625 5
» Custom color: Reset
{F » PHP extension: mysgl

» Fontsize: 82% ~
phpMyAdmin
» Version information- 3.3 9
& Documentation
B wiki
& Official Homepage
» [Changelog] [Git] [Lists]

php B

I The additional features for working with linked tables have been deactivated. To find out why click here. I

| A Your configuration file contains settings (root with no password) that correspond to the default MySQL privileged account. Your MySQL server is running with this default, is apen to intrusion | J
S SV, MR U Y, S S A Sy

Step 4: Run the installation script

Using your web browser, navigate to the base URL of your new website. When you
g0 to your new website, you should see the Drupal installation page. The
installation wizard will guide you through the process of setting up your Drupal
website. Select the Symphony's profile (in this case Alphorn) and click “Save and
continue”

€ @ localhost/alphorn/alphom/install.php || X || @ ||~ search the web (8a

Select an installation profile

e 4 © Standard

install with commonly used features pre-configured.

@ Minimal

Start with only a few modules enabled.

» Choose profile
@ ST Alphorn

ST Alphorn install fullsize package.

Save and continue

On the Choose language page, select English. Click Save and continue.

Step 5: Enter database details
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On the Database configuration page, select MySQL or the type of database that you
are using. Enter the database name, database user name and password which you
have created in Step 3. Click on the “Save and continue”. It will take 20-30 seconds;
you just need to wait until it proceeds to the next screen.

& | @ localhost/siphom/lphornvinstsll phpTprefile=alphom&locsle=en \L A | @ - search the web Babyion) A| k)
Database configuration

Database type *
I @ MySQL, MariaDB, or equivalent |

© saLite

The type of database your Drupal data will be stored in.

v Choose profile =
alphorn I

|
¥ Choose The name of the database your Drupal data will be stored in. It must exist on your server
before Drupal can be installed.

v Verify requirements

» Setup database Database username *

root

Database password

» ADVANCED OPTIONS

Save and continue

Step 6: Input your site information

In this section, the most important pieces of information are Username and
Password of the administrator account. Other information can be filled arbitrarily
and easily changed in the future.

€ @ localhost § e Xif| G ||~ Search the

Configure site

SITE INFORMATION

Site name *
localhost

Site e-mail address *

v Choose profile

v Choose language

v Verify requirements
v Setup database

V" instafl profile SITE MAINTENANCE ACCOUNT

» Configure site
Username *

E-mail address *
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Step 7: Donel!

The installation is completed and you can navigate your first Drupal site now. This is
how your site looks like when you choose the Alphorn package.

€& @ localhost/slphorn/alphorn, (X || €@ |[® - Search the web (Babyton) Plim |||
@ oaxchboard ructure  Appearance  People Reports  Hel o lananhbkit  Log out

Add content Find content Edit shortcuts

n Typography About us Contact
|

N f :

Knowing where you should go, and plan for it.
[ SO = . YT WP

Welcome to Alphorn Il - I

- . Theme options - 24
How to start your working day with full energy £
Blue color

o ma O

Green color

\‘ 1\ In porta massa id magna mattis nec placerat erat feugiat. Cras ut libero luctus leo pretium mattis Red Color
f '\'\“' in et umna. Aenean rutrum mauris non massa pellentesque elementum commodo elit mattis
W Aenean lorem tortor, lobortis ut tempus et, viverra ac felis. Sed a mauris mauris, vitae ullamcorper User menu

L ‘ tortor. Ut non magna vel neque malesuada ultricies. Aliqguam justo mauris, egestas sit amet

TROUBLE SHOOTING ISSUES

When troubleshooting problems for many customers, we found those issues are
frequently met.

e Memory limit: Drupal consumes more memory than other sources.
Therefore, you need have to increase memory limit for Drupal.
http://drupal.org/node/207036

e Clean URL: if you see your image thumbnails do not display properly, and

your URLs have many parameters, it is due to Clean URL. To use "Clean
URLs" feature on an Apache web server, you will need the mod_rewrite
module and the access permission to local .htaccess files.

e PHP: in rare cases, your hosting provides PHP4. Although Drupal can still
runs with PHP 4.3.5, but many contributed modules will not work properly
with PHP4. So you should ensure your PHP version is 5 and above.

e Fatal error: Class 'PDO' not found: you receive this message when PDO is
not enabled in your hosting. Please configure your PHP setting to enable it.
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HOUR 2: BASIC CUSTOMIZATION
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INTRODUCE TO LAYOUT, ELEMENTS IN SYMPHONY SITE

Region #1: Header
e Logo
e Menu

Region #2: Top
e Slideshow

Region #3: Content
e Blog posts

Region #4: Sidebar
e Search
e Navigation
e Userlogin

e HTML Block

e Poll

e Recent
comments

Region #5: Postscript
e HTML Block 1
e HTML Block 2
e HTML Block 3
e HTML Block 4

Region #6: Footer

e Footer logo
e Footer menu

Innovative & Fun Relax & Refill Holidays & Vacations New & Mysterious

"_ £X A
: (3
= 3 =
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CHANGE LOGO AND FAVICON

First thing you need to do with the new website, change the website logo to yours,
and the favicon.

e Logo: the clickable site logo in the upper-left corner.
e Favicon: and the 16-by-16-pixel “shortcut” icon next to the URL in your
browser's address bar.

Please go to the theme administration page at Admin > Appearance, then select
corresponding theme, in this case, either Alphorn or Conch.

Change logo
Step 1: In the “Toggle display” section, make sure the "Logo" checkbox is checked.

Step 2: In the “Logo image settings” section, uncheck the “Use the default logo”
checkbox.

LOGO IMAGE SETTINGS

ggled on, the following logo will be displayed.
se the default logo

heck here if you want the theme to use the logo supplied with it.

Path to custom logo

The path to the file you would like to use as your logo file instead of the default logo.

Upload logo image

Browse_

If you don't have direct file access to the server, use this field to

Step 3: If you've already uploaded the graphic to your server, you can type in its
path directly in the “Path to custom logo” box. Otherwise, click the Browse button,
find the graphic you want to use on your computer, then scroll to the bottom of the
screen and click “Save configuration”.
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Don't immediately see a change? Try doing a “power refresh” (holding Ctrl + F5) in
your browser to throw away the old version in your browser’s cache.

Change Favicon

Step 1: In the “Shortcut icon settings” section, uncheck the “Use the default shortcut
icon” checkbox.

Step 2: If you've already uploaded the graphic to your server, you can type in its
path directly in the “Path to custom icon” box. Otherwise, click the Browse button,
find the graphic you want to use on your computer, then scroll to the bottom of the
screen and click “Save configuration”. (PNG and GIF graphics are best, as some
versions of Internet Explorer don't recognize JPG shortcut icons.)

Don't immediately see a change? Try doing a “power refresh” in your browser to
throw away the old version in your browser’s cache.

SHORTCUT ICON SETTINGS

Your shortcut icon, or 'favicon', is displayed in the address bar and bookmarks of most browsers.
[[] Use the default shortcut icon.

Check here if you want the theme to use the default shortcut icon.

Path to custom icon

The path to the image file you would like to use as your custom shortcut icon.

Upleoad icon image

Browse_

If you don't have direct file access to the server, use this field to upload your shortcut icon.

SITE INFORMATION

Step 1: Now, let's change the site information to yours. Please go to Admin >
Configuration > Site Information
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Step 2: In addition to Site name, which was set during install, you can also add a
slogan, mission, and footer. Other options include setting a name for anonymous
users and changing the default front page setting.

FRONT PAGE

Number of posts o

Default front page
http:/ /localhost /alphorn/alphorn/ [biog

ERROR PAGES

Default 403 (a
http:/ /localhost

Default 404 (not found) page
http:

MANAGE CONTENT

It is time for you to create the first content of your site. In our install profile, we
create sample content with dummy text. This is for demonstration only. You have
to publish your own content. This section shows how to manage content in Drupal.

Create content

Step 1: GO tO Admin > (- e localhost/drupal/admin/content
Con ten t > Add con ten t [, m Structure Appearance People Modules Configuration Reports

Home » Administration

Content

Step 2: Choose a content
type that you need. There

+ Add content

SHOW ONLY ITEMS WHERE

status any E Filter
[=]

type any
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are three common content types:

e Article: when you create some new information such as press releases, site
announcements and blog entries, you can choose "Article" content type.

e Page: is used for information that rarely changes, such as "About us".

e Newsletter: is the newsletter issue to be sent to your subscribing readers.

Step 3: Input all the necessary information for your article. You can use the

CKEditor to write text instead of a plain one by clicking on Text format and choose
Full HTML. Click Save to end editting.

Create Article

Title *

Tags

Body (Edit summary)

Text format Filterad HTML |«

Image

| [ Browse.

n & ME
es. png oif Jpg ipeo

Rewvision infor

nation

Create new revision
URL path settings Revision log message

Authoring information

Publishing options
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Edit content

Step 1: Go to Admin > Content, select the node that you want to edit, then click to

Edit link.

Home » Administration
Content o CONTENT COMMENTS NEWSLETTERS.
+ Add content
SHOW ONLY ITEMS WHERE
status any =] Filte
type any [~
UPDATE OPTIONS
Publish selected content E Update
TYPE AUTHOR STATUS UPDATED ~  OPERATIONS

El TITLE
Slideshow lananhblit published 03/26/2012 - 12:25 de\E[E

testslideshow

]

Basic page lananhbkit published 09/09/2011 - 17:11 edit  delete

] Red Color

Step 2: Edit the information such as Intro text, Body, Image and so on, then click on

Save.

Delete content

Step 1: Go to Admin > Content. If you want to delete only a specific content, just

click on the Delete link.

Hello lananhbkit  Log out

# Dashboard (BN structure Appearance People  Modules  Configuration Reports  Help
Home » Administration
Content o CONTENT COMMENTS NEWSLETTERS

+ Add content

SHOW ONLY ITEMS WHERE

status any [=] Filter

type any

UPDATE OPTIONS

Publish selected content Update

TYPE AUTHOR STATUS UPDATED ~  OPERATIONS

0 TmE
Shideshow lananhbkit published 03/27/2012 - 10.09 edit

(=) testslideshow updated

s} Red Color new Basic page lananhbkit published 03/27/2012 - 10:09 edit  delete

Step 2: If you want to delete some nodes at the same time, please check the box of

the left of each node

http://www.symphonythemes.com
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UPDATE OFTIONS

Publish selected content |z| Update

TITLE TYPE AUTHOR STATUS UPDATED ¥  OPERATIONS

O

testslideshow updated Slideshow lananhbkit published 03/27/2012 - 10:09 edit  delets

=]

Red Color new Basic page lananhbkit published 03/27/2012 - 10:09 edit delete

=]

Green color Basic page lananhbkit published 09/09/2011 - 16:54 edit  delete

Blue color Basic page lananhbkit published 09/09/2011 - 16:53 edit delete

o @

Step 3: In the "Update options" drop down box select “Delete selected content”,
then click on Update button.

UPDATE OPFTIONS

Publish selected content [=]  update

Publish selected content

Unpublish selected content

Promote selected content to front page
[l Demote selected content from front page

Make selected content sticky

[ Make selected content not stic
Delete selected content
|:_.Update URL alias

Step 4: Confirm that you want to delete.

+ Add content

+ testslideshow
« Red Color

This action cannot be undone.

Delete Cancel

MANAGE MENU

After creating some pages or articles, you may want to add links to them in the
menu. To manage menu, we should go to Admin > Structure > Menus
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L

ash r Content (SSEFUEENESY | Appear: Modules  Configuration

Add content  Find content

Home » Administration

Structure o

and to install your missing updates.

0 & There is a security update available for your version of Drupal. To ensure the security of your server, you should 1

® There are security updates available for one or more of your modules or themes. To ensure the security of your s¢

more information and to install your missing updates.

Blocks

Configure what block content appears in your site's sidebars and other regions.

Contact form

Create a system contact form and set up categories for the form to use.

Content types

Manage content types, including default status, front page promotion, comment settings, etc.

Menus

Add new menfls to your site, edit existing menus, and rename and rearganize menu links.

Newsletters

List, add and edit newsletter categories.

Create menu

Step 1: Go to Admin > Structure > Menus, click on Add menu

Step 2: Please declare all the necessary information for your menu. Finally click on

Save.
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Footer

Main menu

The Mainmenu is used on many sites to show the major sections of the site, often in a top navigation bar.

Management

The Management menu contains links for administrative tasks

Navigation

The Navigation menu contains links intended for site visitors. Links are added to the Navigarion menu automatically by some modules

Theme options

User menu

The Lsermenu contains links related to the user's account, as well as the 'Log out' link.

‘OPERATIONS

list links

list links

list links

list links

list links

list links

edit menu

edit menu

edit menu

edit menu

edit menu

edit menu

http://www.symphonythemes.com
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Hello lananhbkit  Log out

Edit shorteuts

Menus o LIST MENUS. SETTINGS

You can enable the newly-created block for this menu on the Blocks administration page

Title *

Description

Save

Path: the path this menu item links to. It can be an internal Drupal path such
as node/82 or an external URL such as http://drupal.org. Enter <front> to link
to the front page.

Menu link title: the link text corresponding to this item that should appear in
the menu.

Enabled: enable or disable this menu item

Expanded: if this option is selected and the menu item has children, it will
always appear as expanded.

Parent item and weight: choose parent item for current item, and weight is

the order of appearance.

Edit menu

Step 1: In the menu page, click to Edit link to edit a menu item.
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€ |3 @ localhost/alphorn/alphorn/admin/structure/menu

# Dashboard Content (EHUGMES) Appearance People Modules  Configuration

Add contant Find content

Hello lananhbkit

Log out

Home » Administration # Structure

Menus

Each menu has a corresponding block that is managed on the Blocks administration page

% Add menu!

TITLE OPERATIONS
Footer list links
Main menu
- : ) ) ) list links
he Aainmenu is used on many sites to show the major sections of the site, often in a top navigation bar
Management
R list links
The Management menu contains links for administrative tasks

Navigation

Step 2: Edit the information then click on save.

LIST MENUS

edit menu
edit menu

Edit shortcuts

€ | @ localhost/alphorn/alphom/admin/structure/menu/manage/management/edit

SETTINGS
add link
add link
add link
Pl ;| e -

#A Dashboard Content (EHUEMEP Appearance People  Modules

Add content  Find content

Home » Administration » Structure » Menus » Management

Management o

Menu name *
management

A unique name to construct the URL for the menu. It must only contain lowsrcase letters, numbers and hyphens.

Description

LIST LINKS

Edit shortcuts

EDIT MENU

The <em=Management</em=> menu contains links for administrative tasks.

Save

Delete menu

Step 1. In the menu page, click to Delete link to delete a menu item.

P -

Step 2: Click to Confirm button.
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MANAGE BLOCKS

As you have seen in the "Introduce to layout, element in a Symphony site"

page, there is a home page layout, which has many blocks like “Recent news”,
“Polls”, “User login”, “Who's new” and so on. Blocks are the boxes of content that
can be displayed in regions (such as footer or sidebar) on your page.

Change block position

There are many blocks that you may not want to display, or you may want to
display them in different places. Please follow theses steps:

Step 1: Go to Admin > Structure > Blocks, a list of blocks in the site will appear.

Step 2: Select a block that you want to change position then click on the select box
to select position for it.

M Dashboard Content m Appearance People Modules Configuration Reports Help

BLOCK REGION WEIGHT
Sidebar First
No blocks in this region

Sidebar Second

Search form Sidebar Second | =] A7[=]
- None -

Theme options Content 16 E|
User Bar First
User Bar Second

User login Branding 15 E|
Menu

User menu Sidebar First 14 E|
Sidebar Second

; Header First

secalicons Header Second 13 E|
Preface First

Most recent poll Preface Second 12 E|
Preface Third
Postscript First —

If you do not want to display a certain block, just select None.

You can also drag-and-drop blocks into different regions as well as reorder the
blocks within a region.

Step 3: Remember to click on Save before you end editting.
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Create a custom HTML block

Most of the time, blocks are created by enabling modules. For instance, enabling
the core “Poll’ module makes the "Most Recent Polls" block available. You can then
modify its appearance, shape, size and position - or which pages it appears on.

How about creating a custom block of your own, for example, an About me block so
you can introduce yourself to the world. Please follow these steps:

Step 1: Go to Admin > Structure > Block

6 e localhost/alphorn/alphom/admin/structure

% Dashboard Content| BSERUEEEEEN 4ppearance People Modules  Configuration

Add content Find content

Home » Administraticn

Structure o

Blocks
Configure what blocl| content appears in your site's sidebars and other regions.

Contact form

Create a system contact form and set up categories for the form to use.

Content types

Manage content types, including default status, front page promaotion, comment settings, etc.

Step 2: Click on “Add Block”.

it (ESHUENESY Appesrance  People  Modules  Cenfiguration

+ Add block

BLOCK REGION WEIGHT OPERATIONS

Content

Main page content Content Iz‘ -13 Iz‘ configure
User Bar First

No blocks in this region

Step 3: Please declare all the necessary information for your block.
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Home » Admimistration » Structure » Blocks

Blocks ©

Use this page 10 create A new custom biack

Block description * v
Custom block 1

Block title

4] Source AR EY e $ae Ho @OO=90 @5

Norma B I Y xS Ev EE3m s @& (=]

here is eventhing you want 10 display

vody P
Switch 10 plain text editor

Text format Filtered HTML |» More informaton a

REGION SETTINGS
Specify in which themes and regions this block is displayed.

ST alphorn (default theme)
- None - _:;

Seven (administration theme)
- None - v

Bartik
None v

Visibility settings

Content types
Not restricted

Show block on specific pages

@ Al pages except those listed

Only the sted pages

Roles
Not restricted

Users
NOT Customizable

Save block

e Insert a Block description, Block - About me for example, which will be
displayed on the block overview page so you can find it easily later.
e Insert a Title for the block, About me for example.
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e Insert the body content for the block. Please write some lines to introduce
yourself.

e Set User, Role, and Page specific visibility settings: you may skip it for now. | will
have a more detailed guide in the next section “Edit block”.

When you click on Save, the block is created but not placed in a region by default.
You will need to drag and drop it into a region in order for it to show up on the site.

Edit block

Step 1: Go to the Blocks overview page (Admin > Structure > Block) to configure the
blocks on your site.

Step 2: Next to each block you can click Configure to change the specific block
settings to edit that specific block.

Block title

REGION SETTINGS
Specify in which themes and regions this block is displayed.
ST alphorn (default theme)

Sudebar Second  |w

Seven (administration theme)
Dashboard (sidebar) [»

Bartik

Visibility settings

Show block on specific pages

© Al pages except those listed
Content types
N aricte y the listed pages
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e Block title: Allows you to override the default title for the block
e Block content: if it is a custom HTML block, you can edit the content of this
block.

Step 3: Visibility settings

If you want this block to appear on any page, you do not need to do anything with
this setting. When you want this block to show on certain pages and not on other
pages, please see some settings below:

e Pages: you can set this block to show either on “All pages except those listed”
or “Only the listed pages”. For example, if you want the slideshow to show on
the front page only, just select “Only the listed pages” and enter <front> to the
textbox below.

e Content types: similarily, you can set the block to show for certain content
types only.

e Roles: you can show the block to certain types of users: anonymous,
authenticated or administrator.

Delete/disable blocks

You can only delete a custom content block created by you using the following
method above. Blocks created by modules can not be deleted using this method.

On the Block overview page (Admin > Structure > Block), blocks that can be deleted
will have a "delete" link beside them. Clicking this link will present a confirmation
page, and clicking the Delete button will remove the block.

REGION OPERATIONS

BLOCK

Postscript First

Custom black 1 Postscript First E -14 E configure

Postscript Second

Custom Block 2 Postscript Second -13 configure delete

Postscript Third

If you just want the block to disappear, please select its region to None and click on
Save. You can always enable it in the future by changing its region.
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CONTACT MAIL

The package provides you a built-in contact form. You can change the email of the
contact form to yours by:

Step 1: Go to Admin > Structure > Contact email

Step 2: Click to the Edit link.

A Dashboard  Content ([ENUGMEE) Appearsnce People  Modules  Configuration  Reports  Help Hello lananhbkit  Log out

Home » Administration » Structure

Contact form e

Add one or more categories on this page to set up your site-wide contact form.
A Contact menu item (disabled by default) is added to the Navigation menu, which you can modify on the Menus administration page.

If you would like additional text to appear on the site-wide contact page, use a block. You can create and edit blocks on the Blocks administration page
+ Add category

CATEGORY RECIPIENTS SELECTED ‘OPERATIONS

Website feedback tuthanh.le@gmail.com Yes dit Delete

Step 3: Please change the information you need, then click on” Save”.

Peopla Modules  Configuration Reports  He lananhblkit  Log out

Edit contact category o

Category *
Website feedback

Example: 'website feedback’ or 'product information”.

Recipients *

tuthanh.le@gmail.com

Example: ‘webmaster@example.com’ or 'sales@example.com support@example.com’ . To specify multiple recipients, separate each e-mail address with a comma

Auto-reply

n

Optional auto-reply. Leave empty if you do nat want to send the user an auto-reply message

Weight
LEY|

When listing categories, those with lighter (smaller) weights get listed before categories with heavier (larger) weights. Categories with equal weights are sorted alphabetically.
Selected

Yes Iz‘

Set this to Yesif you would like this category to be selected by default
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PERFORMANCE

Pretty much done! If you feel it is time to launch the site, you can turn on the cache.

Cache: Caches are used to improve the performance of your Drupal site. When a
user visits a page on your site, Drupal builds the new page by default. After that,
another user goes to your site, Drupal have to build it twice. When you turn on the
Cache mode, Drupal will build pages, save them and return to other users instead
of rebuilding again and again.

During development, caching should be disabled (default). Once the site is ready for
production you can turn on the caching.

Step 1: Please go to Administer > Configuration > Performance

Step 2: Turn on caching by setting these two variables: minimum cache lifetime
and expiration of cached pages. Since your website is new, you can set the
minimum cache lifetime to 12 hours and expiration of cached pages to 1 day. It is good
enough.

« > Administration » Configuration » Development

Performance o

CLEAR CACHE

Clear all caches

CACHING
Cache pages for anonymous users

Cache blocks

Minimum cache lifeume

cone> |w

Expiration of cached pages

<none> |w

CAPTCHA
A The CAPTCHA module will disable the caching of pages that contain a CAPTCHA element

BANDWIDTH OPTIMIZATION

External resources can be optimized automatically, which can reduce both the size and number of requests made to your website
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More complex site will need different values for these two variables. Also, it needs
more advanced caching techniques. It is another story that we do not need to care
much yet now.
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HOUR 3: SEO - SEARCH ENGINE OPTIMIZATION

/f S[E= %)
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b

Search engine optimization, as we all know, is vital to a business because 90% of all
online traffic is achieved through the various search engines. You will not find a
secret weapon to get your Drupal site to the top of Google search results here. SEO
is a huge and changing topic that takes a lot of time and experiences to learn.
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| am not an SEO expert. | have small budget for advertising, so | have to figure out
how to do SEO with lower costs but still have good results. | can not spend huge
money on off-site SEO like buying ads. It is too expensive and risky. Therefore, I'd
rather focus on on-site SEO, ie, making my content attractive and let Google knows
about it. Fortunately, Drupal provides many great tools to help me with on-site SEQ.

Pick a niche to compete

First, choose keywords which you want your page to rank high in search results.
You can use Google Keyword External tool to get a better ideas of keywords. There
are two factors that you need to consider: search frequency and competition.

e If you choose a keyword that has huge interest but also fierce competition
(laptops or health insurance for example), your chance to get high ranking is
very low.

e On the other hand, picking a keword with low competition but no one cares
does not bring you to anywhere.

Therefore, it is up to you to select keywords that you can potentially compete and
get reasonable amount of traffic.

Google Insight for Search is another great tool to find the interest of your keywords

over time so you can predict the future. It also layout which regions are most
interested in the topic that you pick and some raising related keywords.

You must have a great content

Second, you should have great content for your readers. Content is king. No one
would visit your site if you have crappy stuffs. They come to you because you have
some great things that they want to see. No SEO techniques will help you to go
further if you do not have a good content.

Now, SEO in Drupal

| hope to show some basic techniques using Drupal that you can use to improve
your overall web site optimization. We have already configured on-site SEO for this
theme including path auto, page title and megatag editor. Follow this section to
have a complete view of them.
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URL ALIASES

If you see a website link like this http://yourdomain.com/node/83, it is 99.99%
powered by Drupal. The link pattern of node/[number] is the default pattern of
Drupal content links. However, if it looks like http://yourdomain.com/about-us, it

will look more readable to human being.

Drupal has a feature called "URL Alias" that allows you to provide a more
understandable name to the content. As far as browsers, servers, and search
engines go, it is not required. But for humans, it is nearly mandatory.

You can administer the URL Aliases directly on the node edit or add forms, or by
going to Admin > Configuration > URL Aliases
Automatic setting aliases

| recommend defining all URL patterns beforehand. Please spend sometime to
think through your Drupal pathauto URL aliases settings before creating a bunch of
content so you do not have to worry about the aliases changing. For example:

e Your product nodes may look like: /product/[node-title]
e Your images may look like: /image/[node-title]
e Your blog posts may look like: /blog/[node-title]

To do it, please click on the Pattern tab.

For example, if you want all blog posts to start with "blogs" and include the user id
and title, you could use: blogs/[user-raw]/[title-raw]
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A Content Structure Appearance People  Modules ([ECTIGHERERD Reports Hello lananhbkit  Log out

Home » Administration » Configuration » Search and metadata » URL aliases

URL aliases LIST PATTERNS SETTINGS BULK UPDATE DELETE ALIASES

~CONTENT PATHS

Default path pattern (applies to all content types with blank patterns below)
content/[node-title]

m

Pattern for all Article paths
blog/[node:title]

Pattern for all Basic page paths

Pattern for all Poll paths

Pattern for all Simplenews newsletter paths
» REPLACEMENT PATTERNS

¥ TAXONOMY TERM PATHS

Default path pattern (applies to all vecabularies with blank patterns below)
[term:vocabulary]/fterm:name]

Pattern for all News/erter paths

You can also look at the Replacement Patterns and decide what pieces you want to
use in your URLs for different content types.

Add/remove/edit alises

You can also manually add an URL alias by clicking on the Add alias link. Please
note that you do not have to add, remove or edit any aliases right now. It is just a
guide for you to do it later when you want.

# Dashboard Content Structure  Appearance People  Modules ongumlon Reports  Help

Home » Administration » Configuration » Search and metadata

URL aliases o LIST P

An alias defines a different name for an existing URL path - for example, the alias 'about’ for the URL path 'node/1'. A URL path can have mul

FILTER ALIASES

Filter
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Home » Administration » Configuration » Search and metadata » URL aliases

URL aliases o =

Enter the path you wish to create the alias for, followed by the name of the new alias.

Existing system path *
http:/ /localhost/alphorn /alphorn
Specify the existing path you wish to aNam T T oo

Path alias *

http:/ /localhost/alphorn/alphorn

Specify an alternative path by which this data can be accessed. For example, type "about” when writing an about page. Use a relative path :

Save

o Existing system path: Specify the existing path you wish to alias. For
example: node/28, forum/1, taxonomy/term/1+2.

e Path alias: Specify an alternative path by which this data can be accessed.
For example, type "about" when writing an about page. Use a relative path
and don't add a trailing slash or the URL alias won't work.

To edit or delete URL Aliases, please click on the corresponding links beside the
alias.

Home » Administration » Configuration » Search and metadata

URL aliases e LIsT PATTERNS SETTINGS BULK UPDATE DELETE ALIASES

An alias defines a different name for an existing URL path - for example, the alias 'about' for the URL path 'node/1". A URL path can have multiple aliases.

+ Add alias

FILTER ALIASES

Filter
ALIAS - SYSTEM ‘OPERATIONS
about-us node/12
content/ 1 0-questions-you-may-get-job-interview node/3 edit  delete
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PAGE TITLE

Page title is mandatory for human reading and SEO. Using specific and unique

keywords in page titles make your pages more descriptive. Search engines also use

page titles as a major weight to determine the relevance and rank. There fore, you

should have unique page title or every page on your site.

Please go to Admin > Configuration > Page title control the page titles.
Administrators can configure patterns for how the title should be structured.

The default title pattern is: [page-title] | [site-name].

For example, if your site name is "Great book for cooks", your About us page will

have the title as "About us | Great book for cooks".

Home » Administration » Configuration » Search and metadata.

Page titles ¢

Page Title provides control over the <title> element on a page using token patterns and an optional textfield to override the title of the item (be it a node, term, user or other). The Token Scope column lets you know which tokens are

available for this field (Clobal is always available). Please click on the more help___link below if you need further assistance

More Help...
PAGE TYPE TOKEN SCOPE
cloba!
Clobal
Pager Suffix Clobal
Clobal
Comment Child Reply Comment
Node

PATTERN

SHOW FIELD

Default *
[current-page:page-title] | [site:na

This pattern will be used as a faifback (ie,

when ng other pattern is defined

Frontpage
[site:name] | [site:slogan]

This pattern will be used for the site frontpage

Pager Suffix
This pattern will be appended to a page title for any given page with a pager on it

Comment Child Reply

This pattern with be used for comment reply pages where the reply is to an existing "comment” (eg a comment thread)

At the end, please click on the Save configuration button.

META TAG

Meta tags are meta data of a HTML page which supply additional information for

search engines. The most important tags in SEO practices are description and

keywords.

e Description: describes what your page is about. When you search via Google

and your pages are listed on the search results, Google will use this tag as

the description, like the image below.
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GO ( ;8[@ symphony themes y |
Search
Everything Symphony Themes | Responsive mobile Drupal 7 themes
JADADAL eymphnnyf!‘ comy
Images Provides free and commercial Drupal themes. Membership option available.
Maps Themes Drupal Theme Price
) All themes are packed up out-of-the- Drupal Theme Price. Single Theme.
Vidaos box with Drupal core ... Best when you are ...
News Free Create new account
Shopping Sym_phonyThemes.com provides high SymphonyThemes,com provides high
quality Drupal themes and ... quality Drupal themes and ...
More
Drupal 7 FAQs
SymphonyThemes.com provides high Affiliate FAQs. Frequently Asked
quality Drupal themes and ... Questions about Symphony ...

Show search tools
More results from symphonythemes.com »

e Keywords: help search engines to categorize your site. You should provide
some concise keywords for your site. Together with other techniques, it can
help to boost your site ranking.

Configure meta tags

Step 1: Go to Admin > Configuration > Meta tags

Step 2: On the Meta tags to show on edit form, you should check Description and
Keywords. If you are experienced in SEO, you can select other parameters.

Step 3: On the Meta tags to output in HTML, you should also check Description and
Keywords.

Those are the most important settings. More options are available below, you can
play around them later.

Add a new Meta tags
Definitely, you should create meta tags for the front page. It is mandatory.
Step 1: Please click on Default and specific meta tags tab, and then select Front

page.
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Home » Administration » Configuration » Search and metadata

Meta tags

+ Add a meta tag default

To view a summary of the defaul meta tags and

TYPE

} Global
p Global: Front page
» Node
} Taxonomy term

b User

Step 2: Enter the Description and Keywords for your front page.

# Content Structure  Appearance People  Modules ((SSRAGUESHORN Hello lananhbkit  Log out

Home » Administration » Configuration » Search and metadata » Meta tags

Taxonomy term: Newsletter EDIT EXPORT

Description

[term:description]

A brief and concise summary of the page's content, preferrably 150 characters or less. The description meta tag may be used by search engines to display a snippet about the page in search results

Keywords

A comma-separated list of keywords about the page. This meta tag is nor supported by most search engines.

m

Title
[term:name] | [site-name]

The text to display in the title bar of a visitor's web browser when they view this page. This meta tag may also be used as the title of the page when a visitor bookmarks or favorites this page.

» OPEN GRAPH

» ADVANCED

Click a token to insert it into the field you've last clicked.
NAME TOKEN

Current date

Current page

Current user Tokens related to the currently logged in user.

Random Tokens related to random data
Site infarmation Tokens for site-wide settings and other global information L
Taxonomy terms Tokens related to taxonomy terms.

Save Cancel

Meta tags for each node

You can also edit meta tags for each node (blog articles or pages). When creating or
editing a node, please find the Meta tags section and fill out necessary
information. The most important tags again, should be description and keywords.
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Meta tags

Using defaults Description

[node-summary]
Revision information
No revision

URL path settings
Automatic alias

A brief and concise summary of the page's content, preferrably 130 characters or less. The description meta tag may be used by search engines to display a snippet
about the page in search results

Authoring information

By lananhbkit KEVWD[dS

Publishing options

Published, Promoted to front page A comma-separated list of keywords about the page. This meta tag is ot supported by most search engines
Title

[nodetitle] | [site:-name]

The text to display in the title bar of a visitor's web browser when they view this page. This meta tag may also be used as the title of the page when a visitor
baokmarks or favorites this page

Click a token to insert it into the field you've last clicked.

NAME TOKEN DESCRIFTION

Current date Tokens related to the current date and time.

Current page Tokens related to the current page request.

Current user Tokens related to the currently logged in user.

Nodes Tokens related to individual content items, or “nodes”.
Random Tokens related to random data.

Site information Tokens for site-wide settings and other global information

Save Preview

SITE MAP

Sitemap is important when your site is complex. It allows your audience to
understand the structure of your site. Moreover, you should submit your sitemap
to Google Webmaster so Google can understand your site.

Step 1: Go to Admin > Configuration > Sitemap.

Home » Administration » Configuration » Search and metadata

Site map o

Page title
Site map

Page title that will be used on the site map page

Site map message

[ Source PR TR A
SN B I U =e|X x2| i = af
A

Switch to plain text editor

Text format  Filtered HTML [+ More information about text formats
* Web page addresses and e-mail addresses turn into links automatically.

* Allowed HTML tags: <a> <em> <strong> <cite> <blockquote> <code> <ul> <ol> <li> <dI> <dt> <dd>

® Lines and paragraphs break automatically.

Define a message to be displayed above the site map.

SITE MAP CONTENT
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This module provides a site map that gives visitors an overview of your site. It can
also display the RSS feeds for all blogs and categories. Play around with all settings.

The sitemap is available at http://yourdomain.com/sitemap.
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HOUR 4: DAILY SITE CONTENT MANAGEMENT

ABCD

Your new site is like your baby. You need to take a good care of her. You need to
teach her well so the more she grows, the more she knows about the world and
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she becomes a good girl. So does your website. This section provides you a detailed
guide to manage your Drupal site daily.

CONNECT TO GOOGLE ANALYTIC

A very essential step is to connect your site to Google Analytics to monitor the site
traffic.

Step 1: You should first go to Google Analytics, create a profile for your site, and get

the account number (smth like UA-xxxx-X).

Step 2: Then go to Admin > Configuration > Google Analytic.

Step 2: Paste your Google Analytics account number to the first text box.
The module allows you to add the following statistics features to your site:

e Select tracking.

e Selectively track certain users, roles and pages.

e Monitor what type of links are tracked (downloads, outgoing and mailto).

e Monitor what files are downloaded from your pages.

e Cache the Google Analytics code on your local server for improved page
loading times.

e Track user segmentation from Drupal profile data.

e Site Search support.

e AdSense support.

Tracking scope

Domains
A single domain

‘What are you tracking?

@ A single domain (default)
Pages
All pages with exceptions

Domain: localhost

(@) One domain with multiple subdomains

Roles

o Examples: www example.com, app_example.com, shop.example.com
© Multiple top-level domains

Users : pie tep

Not custamizable Examples: www. example.com, www example net, www. example.arg

Links and downloads
Outbound links, Mailto links, Downloads List of top-level domains
tracked

Search and AdSense
Not tracked

Privacy
Universal web tracking opt-out enabled

If you selected "Multiple top-level domains™ above, enter all related top-level domains. Add one domain per line. By default, the data in your reports only includes the
path and name of the page, and not the domain name. For more information see section Show separate domarn names in Tracking multiple domains
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Don't forget click Save configuration button.

After that, you can monitor the traffic to your site at Google Analytics.

My Dashboard

+ Add Widget Email BETA  Export +

Visits £ Avg. Visit Duration E o
® Visits @ Avg. Visit Duration
1,000 00:04:50

700 00:03:50

Apr 29 May 6 May 13 May 20 7 Apr 29 May 6 May 13 May 20
Visits by Traffic Type e Visits and Avg. Visit Duration by Country/Territory e
Avg. Visit
Country/Territory Visits i
‘ United States 4,735 00:03:28
India 1,981 00:04:07
United Kingdom 1,190 00:03:41
Franra 751 nnNN3-17

WRITING BLOG

Writing blog is the best way to communicate with your audience and to provide
interesting content to your website. You may be told about bloggers who can earn
a lot of money by just blogging. You are probably not a famous blogger now, but
nothing stops you to become one, as long as you have some great for your
audience. And you can start it now by creating your first blog post.

In Hour 2 - Basic customization, Manage content section, you already know how
to create new content. We extend this part by providing your a few tips for good
SEO.
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1. Choose a keyword to write about. You have something in mind to write
about, now you need to pick the right keyword. Please go to Google Keyword

External and do some research. Remember to look for a keyword with
reasonable amount of traffic and low competition; you are more likely to
rank higher.

2. Insert keyword to your blog title. It is very important.

3. Write your blog post long enough (300 - 500 words) and insert keywords on
your content. Also, tag your blog posts with important keywords.

Google will craw your posts automatically. Hopefully, your article may stand in the

first page of your targeted keywords.

NEWSLETTER

Newsletter is a good way to keep your audience loyalty. When you have interesting
stuffs to tell, you can create a newsletter and send to people who subscribed to
you.

We use simplenews module to publish and send newsletters to lists of subscribers.
Both anonymous and authenticated users can opt-in to different mailing lists.

Create a newsletter

Step 1: To create a newsletter, choose Admin > Content > Add Content, then
choose Simplenews newsletter

Home

Add content e

Article

Use articles for time-sensitive content like news, press releases or blog posts.

Basic page

Use basic pages for your static content, such as an 'About us’ page

Poll

A pollis a question with a set of possible responses. A poff once created, automatically provides a simple running count of the number of votes received for each response

Simplenews newsletter

A newsletter issue to be sent to subscribed email addresses

Shideshow

Slideshow
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Step 2: Input all the necessary information for your article and click Save.

Home = Add content

Create Simplenews newsletter ©

* Add this newsletter issue to a newsletter by selecting a newsletter from the select list. To send this newsletter issue, first save the node, then use the "Newsletter” tab.
* set default send options at Administration = Configuration = Web services = Newsletters.
o Set newsletter specific options at Administration > Content > Newsletters.

Title ©

» REPLACEMENT PATTERNS

Body (Edit summary)

Text format | Fitzred HTML [=]

urn inta lin Ily.
citer blockquoter <codex <ul> <ol <li> <dl> <diz =ddx>

Newsletter category *

@ localhost newsletter
Menu settings
- [F] Provide a menu link
Net in menu

Revision information
Na revisian

URL path settings
Automatic alias

Comment settings
Open

Authoring information
By Iznanhbkit

Freview

Manage newsletter

Hello lananhbkit

More information about text formats

n

Go to Admin > Content > Newsletters. There are alot of options for you to manage

your newsletters.

Hello lananhbkit  Log out

Home » Administration » Content

Content o

SHOW ONLY NEWSLETTERS WHICH
Subscribed to All newsletters E

Filter

UPDATE OPFTIONS

Send[=] | Update

F TITLE NEWSLETTER CATEGORY CREATED - PUBLISHED

&

m Test Newsletter localhost newsletter Fri, 03/30/2012 - 11:00

Symphony Themes - Premium Drupal theme provider

CONTENT COMMENTS NEWSLETTERS
SENT SUBSCRIBERS. OPERATIONS
Not yet sent 0 fedit

http://www.symphonythemes.com




Master Drupal in 7 hours - Drupal 7 version

MAGAGE COMMENT

Spammers may comment on your site to distribute their annoying content. They try
hard, but you only need a several clicks to wipe them out.

You can display a list view of all comments. From the list you can choose to publish
or unpublish one or more comments.

Step 1: Click Admin > Content > Comments.
Step 2: Select one or more comments.
Step 3: From the dropdown list select Published or Unpublished.

Step 4: Click Update.

#  Dashboard (EBREBRB) Structure  Appearancs  People  Modules  Configuration Reports  Help Hello lananhbkit  Log out

Home » Administration » Content

Content o CONTENT COMMENTS NEWSLETTERS

Unapproved comments (0) (R Lian R

UPDATE OPTIONS

Unpublish the selected comments |z| Update

(] SUBJECT AUTHOR POSTED IN UPDATED hd OPERATIONS
] Praesent ut velit nun, in tristique diam lananhbkit Working around the clock, in 3 consecutive weeks 09/08/2011 - 16:36 edit
(=] Praesent lectus purus, adipiscing sed commodo iaculis lananhbkit Working around the clock, in 3 consecutive weeks 09/08/2011 - 16:36 edit
(=] Donec ut elementum elit lananhbkit Working around the clock, in 3 consecutive weeks 09/08/2011 - 16:35 edit
] Aliguam et ligula mi. Aliguam vestibulum ante eros lananhbkit Working around the clock, in 3 consecutive weeks 09/08/2011 - 16:35 edit

Manage comment setting for each node

You may want to disable comments for a particular node, for example, your “About
us” page. Please follow these steps.

Step 1: Choose the article that you should comment, go to Admin > Content > Edit
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Content e

UPDATE OPTIONS

Unpublish the selected comments |z| Update

SUBJECT

Praesent ut velit nunc, in tristique diam
Prassent lectus purus, adipiscing sed commado iaculis

Donec ut elementum elit

AUTHOR

lananhbkit

lananhbkit

lananhbkit
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POSTED IN

Working around the clock, in 3 consecutive weeks
Working around the clock, in 3 consecutive weeks

Working around the clock, in 3 consecutive weeks

Published comments

Unapproved comments (0)

UPDATED ¥  OPERATIONS
09/08/2011 - 16:36
09/08/2011 - 16:36 edit
09/08/2011 - 16:35 edit

Step 2: You find and click on the Comment settings to set the properties.

e “Closed" is to completely close comment section.
e “Open” gives them both rights to read and write comments.

Menu settings
Not in menu

URL path settings
Automatic alias

Revision information
No revision

Comment settings
Closed

X

Authoring information

By tuthanh on 2012-06-08 22:14.52 +0700

Publishing options
Published, Promoted to front page

Save Preview
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HOUR 5: TECHNICAL ADMINISTRATION
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While the previous chapter “Daily content management” is like giving teaching to
your babies, this chapter “Technical administration” is more like taking care of their
healths. While they grow up, they may get sick, so you need to keep an eye on
them.

REPORTS

Like your medical check reports, the Drupal status report is where you can find a
short overview of your site's parameters as well as any problems detected with
your running Drupal site.

The status report is available at Admin > Reports> Status reports

Configuration (EEESRED Help Hello lananhbkit  Log out

Home » Administration » Reports

Status report ©

Here you can find a short overview of your site’s parameters as well as any problems detected with your installation. It may be useful to copy and paste this information into support requests filed on drupal.org's support
forums and project issue queues.

Drupal 7.8

Access to update.php Protected

CAPTCHA Already 0 blocked form submissions
CTools C55 Cache Exists

Configuration file Protected

Cron maintenance tasks Last run 1 hour 24 min ago

You can run cron manually.

To run cron from outside the site, go to http://localhost/conch/cron php?cron_kev=oGertl 1 hfcedihFirl MGA4zKirmnuAul dixiZ4eSYdY

Database system MySQL, MariaDB, or equivalent
Database system version 55.8
Database updates Up to date

A\ Drupal core update status No update data available

No update information available. Run cron or check manually.

File system Writable (public download method)
GD library rotate and desaturate effects bundled (2.0.34 compatible)
&3 Google Analytics module Not configured

Google Analytics medule has not been configured yet. Please configure its settings from the Gooale Analytics settings page.

Node Access Permissions Disabled
hitp://localhost/conch/cron.php?eron_key=oGettlid hickd] hFlMGAzKlrnuAul dbiZ4eSYdY L o . . ; L. -

When everything is ok, the report will just have blue and green. If you have some
red marks, there should be problems with your site.

Usually, you will receive red warning signs when your Drupal site needs to be
updated. We will talk about it in the next section.
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AVAILABLE UPDATES

You need to separate two words: update and upgrade, they mean two different
actions.

e Updating refers to bring your site up to a latest Drupal minor release, for
example, from Drupal 7.2 to Drupal 7.8.

e Upgrading, however, is a complex task of moving your site from one major
Drupal release to another, such as from Drupal 6 to Drupal 7.

In this section, | only show you how to update your Drupal site. Upgrading is a
complicated job which you need helps from professional Drupal developers.

Please go to Admin > Reports > Available updates, you will find a list of your
modules with update status.

Wome » Ammmatcrn » Aepors

Available updates o

r instailed modules and themes. Note that each module o heme 13 pant of 3 "projedt”, wiich mary of may not have ihe same name, and might Induce

Larst checked: 1 day 22 howrs

Drupal core
Drupal core 7.12 Security update required! 3
Recommended version: 7 14 2012May03) =
Secutty update 7932092 May03)
dudes Batik Block Comment. Contad, Contenst , & Noks DN Database foping, Feld Feld SOL slorage, Rald U, Fle, Fiter. Forum, Help, image, List Locale, Menu, Node,

Number. Opions. Padh. ROF, Search. Senen. Shodowd, Statstics. System,. Tasonowmy, Tex, Tooldar, Updade manager. User

Modules
ACLTx-10 Upoame v
indudes: ACL
Address Field 7.x-1.0-beta2 Uptoame v
Induces Addvess Feld
AddThis 7.x-4.0-alphai Uptodae v

Induces AQITNS

Backup and Migrate 7.x-22

Reccmmended versicn T %23 (2092-May-04)

rduces Backy and Migvale

CAPTCHAT7 x-1.0-beta2 Uptodme v’
Induces CAPTCHA. image CAPTCHA

Chain Menu Access APITx-1.0 Uptoame v
Induces: Chaln Meny Acomss AP)

Chaos tool suite (ctools) 7.x-1.0-rc1 Security update required! %3
Secuty wpcate 7610 (2092-Mar-25) e DSNEone

mduces Chaos fo's

Colorbox 7.x-12 Update availatie &b

Secxmmended varscn 7%13 209280611 B

nduces Coladox
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Green rows are alright. Yellow rows indicate update available. Red rows are security
updates, it is important and you need to update it soon. In the image above, we
have both Drupal core updates and module updates available.

e Update modules: a Drupal site may have many contributed modules. When
those modules have new versions, you should update them. But you do not
have to update a module right after its new version is released. | do module
upgrading once per month and it is good enough.

o Update Drupal core: when a new Drupal core is released, it is necessary to
update because the new core may contain security fixes.

BACKUP AND MIGRATE

Before updating your Drupal site, let's do a backup. It is also a good habit to backup
your site regularly. | have seen many people crying because their websites
disappear because of their misconfigurations or defective hostings. Don't let this
scenario happen to you. At least, do a monthly backup.

Backup and Migrate module simplifies the task of backing up and restoring your
Drupal database or copying your database from one Drupal site to another. With
Backup and Migrate you can dump some or all of your database tables to a file
download or save to a file on the server, and to restore from an uploaded or
previously saved database dump.

Backup

Step 1: Go to Admin > Configuration > Backup and migrate and click Backup now.

cople  Modules ([EENENEES) Reporis  Help

Home » Administration » Configuration » System

Backup and Migrate o BACKUP RESTORE DESTINATIONS PROFILES

Advanced Backup

1, You must specify a private file system path in the file system settings to backup to the server.

Use this form to run simple manual backups of your database. Visit the help page for more help using this module

QUICK BACKUP
Backup from DeTauIlDalahaseE‘ to Download E using  Default Setlings IZ‘

For more backup options, try the advanced backup page.
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Restore

Step 1: Go to Admin > Configuration > Backup and migrate and click on the Restore
tab.

Step 2: Browse the backup file you have created ealier, upload it and click to
Restore button.

Upload a backup and migrate backup file. The restore function will not work with database dumps from other sources such as phpMyAdmin.

Browse...

Upload a backup file created by this version of this module. For other database backups please use another tool for import. Max file size: & M§

Upload a Backup File

» ADVANCED OPTIONS

Restore now

Or you can restore one of the files in your saved backup destinations.

Automatic backup

Scheduled backups are a great tool for important sites. Using this function, you can
create automatic schedules to backup your site. It eases the pain of manual work or
missing backup schedules.

To set up a schedules backup, you need to follow those steps:
Step1: Create backup destination

Go to Admin > Configuration > Backup and migrate > Destination

= Modules nn\_:mvann Reports  Help Hello lananhbkit  Log out

Home » Administration » Configuration » System » Backup and Migrate

Backup and Migrate o BACKUP RESTORE DESTINATIONS PROFILES SCHEDULES

I\ You must specify a private file system path in the file system settings to backup to the server.

Destinations are the places you can save your backup files to or them load from

# Add Destination

NAME TYPE LOCATION OPERATIONS

Default Database MySOL Database mysql://root@localhost/Conch override

Click on the Add Destinations link and then choose the type of destination you
would like to create and complete information for each type.
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Home » Administration » Configuration » System » Backup and Migrate » Destinations

Backup and Migrate o

Choose the type of destinati
Server Directory

you would like to create:

Save the backup files to any directory on the server which the web-server can write to.

MySQL Database

Import the backup directly into another MySQL database. Database destinations can also be used as a source to backup from.

FTP Directory
Save the backup files to any a directory on an FTP server.

Amazon 53 Bucket
Save the backup files to a bucket on your Amazon 53 account.

Email
Send the backup as an email attachment to the specified email address.

Step 2: Go to Admin > Configuration > Backup and migrate > Profiles and create a

new profile

ent Structure  Appearance

Hello lananhbkit  Log out

Home » Administration » Configuration » System » Backup and Migrate

Backup and Migrate o BACKUP

& You must specify a private file system path in the file system settings to backup to the server.

RESTORE DESTINATIONS PROFILES SCHEDULES

Profiles are saved backup settings. Profiles stare your table exclusion settings as well as your backup file name, compression and timestamp settings. You can use profiles in schedules and for manual backups.

Add Profile

NAME SOURCE FILENAME

Default Settings Default Database [sitezname]

‘OPERATIONS

override

Hello lananhbkit  Log out

Home » Administration » Configuration » System » Backup and Migrate » Profiles

Backup and Migrate o

A\  You must specify a private file system path in the file system settings to backup to the server.

Profile Name *
Untitled Profile

~BACKUP FILE

Backup file name
[site:name]

You can use tokens in the file name
[#] Append a timestamp
Timestamp format
Y-m-diTH-is

Should be a PHP date() format string.

Compression
Gzip

File Encryption
Install the AES Encryption Module to enable backup file encryption.

+ DEFAULT DATABASE BACKUP OPTIONS
» ADVANCED OPTIONS

Save profile
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Step 3: Go to Admin > Configuration > Backup and migrate > Schedules to
create Schedule

rance People  Modules ((ECHUHUEEBED Reports  Help

Home > Administration » Canfiguration » System » Backup and Migrate

Backup and Migrate o BACKUP RESTORE DESTINATIONS PROF

Automatically backup up your database on a regular schedule using cron

+ Add Schedule

There are no schedules to display.

Step 4: Create a new schedule, using the Profiles and Destination that you have
created above.

Then click on Save schedule. Now you have a periodic backup schedule for your
site.

Home » Administration » Configuration » System » Esckup and Migrate » Schedules

Backup and Migrate o

Schedule Name

Untitied Schedule

Settings Profile
Default Settings | w

Backup every 1 Days -

Number of Backup files to keep

ackups. Other files in the destination directory will get deleted if you specify a limit

Destination

MAINTENANCE MODE

Before you are updating your Drupal site, you should put it into Maintenance Mode
so that no problems occur for you or visitors. Here is how to turn on Maintenance
Mode in Drupal 7:

Step 1: Go to Admin > Configuration > Maintenance mode
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Step 2: Make sure the "Put site into maintenance mode" box is checked

Enter the message you want visitors to see during the interruption then click on
"Save configuration".

If you are upgrading to a newer version of Drupal or upgrading contributed modules or themes, you may need to run the update script.

ut site into maintenance mode

When enabled, only users with the "Use the site in maintenance mode” permission are able to access your site to perform maintenance; all other visitors see the maintenance mode message configured below.
Autharized users can log in directly via the user login page.

mode messay

localhost is currently under maintenance. We should be back shortly. Thank you for your patience.

show visitors when the site is in maintenance mode.

Save configuration

Step 3: You'll now see a message saying "The configuration options have been saved".

Step 4: You will be able to browse around your site without problems but visitors
will see a blank site with the message below.

_(: @ localhost/drupal 7.12 ||.X || €| - Google Pl =]

localhost

Site under maintenance

localhost is currently under maintenance. We should be back shortly. Thank you for your patience.

Note: If you log yourself and can't get back in, just add /?q=user after your site
address and you'll be back to the user login page.
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UPDATE MODULES

Since Drupal 7, module updating is very convenient. Unlike Drupal 6 when you have
to manually download each module, unzip and upload to your hosting, now you
can do it just by a few clicks.

Step 1: Please go to Admin - Reports - Available updates, and click to the tab
Update.

Available updates o LSt | upoaTE | SETTINGS.

Last checked: 1 day 23 hours ago (Check manually)

_| | NAME INSTALLED VERSION RECOMMENDED VERSION

_|]  Chaos tool suite (ctools) (Security update) 7.%x-1.0-rc1 7.x-1.0 (Release notes)

() Backup and Migrate 7T.x-2.2 7.x-2.3 (Release notes)

» Colorbox 7.x-1.2 7.x-1.3 (Release notes)

» Drupal Commerce 7.x-1.2 7.x-1.3 (Release notes)

- Date 7.x-2.2 7.x-2.5 (Release notes)

) Entity API 7.x-1.0-c1 7.x-1.0c3 (Release notes)

(& Forum Access 7.x-1.0-rc2 7.x-1.0 (Release notes)

(& Intemationalization 7.x-1.4+20-dev 7.x-1.5 (Release notes)

- Meta tags 7.x-1.0-alpha4 7.x-1.0-alpha6 (Release notes)

) Page Title 7.x2.5 7.x-2.7 (Release notes)

” Pathauto 7.x-1.0 7.x-1.1 (Release notes)

» Skinr 7.x-2.0-alphal 7.x-2.0-betal (Release notes)

” Token 7.x-1.0-rc1 7.x-1.1 (Release notes)

) Vanable 7.x-1.1 7.x-1.2 (Release notes)
Omega (Theme) 7.x-3.0 7.x-3.1 (Release notes)

Download these updates

Step 2: Check all modules you want to update, and click on the button Download
these updates, a status bar will appear.

Home

Downloading updates o

Completed 2 of 15. 13%

Symphony Themes - Premium Drupal theme provider http://www.symphonythemes.com




Master Drupal in 7 hours - Drupal 7 version

Step 3: After updates are downloaded successfully, please click on the Continue
button.

Home

Ready to update o

0 Updates downloaded successfully.

Back up your database and site before you continue. Learn how.
L/ Perform updates with site in maintenance mode (strongly recommended)

Continue

Step 4: The installation process will continue and provide you a report. Scroll down
to the bottom and click on Run database updates.

variable

¢ Installed variable successfully
omega

¢ |Installed omega successfully

Next steps

3 ek i i - PR gy - d
rottmottC Y CottTatwmonatcoanturY A

¢ Run database updates

You will see a warning of backing up your site and put it in maintenance mode. We
have already done these, so just click “Continue”.

Step 5: Review your updates and click on “Applying pending updates”

The version of Drupal you are updating from has been automatically detected.
~ 5 PENDING UPDATES

backup_migrate module

e 7202 - Change the filename field to support 255 characters.
e 7203 - Update the schedule last run times to use variables instead of saving with the
schedule.

commerce_price module

e 7100 - Fix invalid data values on price fields if necessary.
skinr module

e 7200 - Upgrade from Skinr 6.x-1.x or 6.x-2.x.
variable_realm module

e 7000 - Refresh cache so new classes are found.

Apply pending updates
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Step 6: The update script will run and proceed to the result page. If everything is ok,
you can now turn on your site and work as usual. All modules are updated.

Drupal database update

Updates were attempted. If you see no failures below, you may proceed happily to the
administration pages. Otherwise, you may need to update your database manually. All errors

e Front page

o Administration pages

v Verify requirements

v Overview The following updates returned messages
v Review updates commerce_price module
Update #7100

¢ Price fields were cleanad of invalid data values as necessary

v Run updates

v Review log

UPDATE DRUPAL CORE

For Drupal core updating, automatic update via admin interface is not supported at
the moment. You have to do it manually.

Step 1: Backup your existing site and database.

Step 2: Place the site in "off-line" mode (via Administer > Configuration >
Maintenance).

Step 3: Download and unzip the new Drupal core files at
http://drupal.org/project/drupal and carefully review the information and
instructions available in the file UPGRADE.txt (located in the root of your installation

directory).

Step 4: Upload the new Drupal files to your hosting, overwrite all Drupal core
existing files.

Step 5: Run the update.php script, just like updating modules, at
http://yoursitename.com/update.php

If everything works, your Drupal site is now updated to the latest core.
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HOUR 6 + 7: ADVANCED CUSTOMIZATION
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After finishing Chapter 2: Basic customization, your site is good enough to be
launched to public. This section presents more advanced customization options. It
is not necessary, but if you want to play around with the web looking a little bit,
these are some techniques you can use:

¢ Install/uninstall modules
e Create category for Blog
e Change theme

e Responsive settings

e Add CSS class for block
e Introduction to Views

INSTALL/UNINSTALL DRUPAL MODULES

In our package which you are using with this book, we have installed many essential
modules such as Sitemap, URL alias, Image Cache, Newsletter ... They are all
contributed modules from the Drupal community.

Drupal.org community has more than 10000 contributed modules submitted by
developers all over the world. If you need to extend and customize Drupal
functionalities, almost anytime, you can find a module which suits your needs
there. All Drupal contributed modules are hosted at:
http://drupal.org/project/Modules/

Install via admin interface

Step 1: Please go to Drupal.org to find your desired modules. For example, let's

install the Simple News module, available at http://drupal.org/project/simplenews.
This module enables you to send newsletters to your subscribers.
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¢ €| | ® drupal.org/project/simplenews
L
.
.

DIIIIPICHEVVb |Clllpldkt‘
Simplenews Multiple Signup Block
Simplenews on register
Simplenews Threaded Send

The module maintainer is available for paid Simplenews customization and service.

Downloads

Recommended releases

Version Downloads Date Links
7.x-1.0-rcl tar.gz (155.82 KB) | zip (172.14 KB) 2012-jun-06 Notes
6.x-2.0-alpha4 tar.gz (77.81 KB) | zip (88.47 KB) 2012-jun-06 Notes
Other releases

Version Downloads Date Links
6.x-1.4 tar.gz (53.68 KB) | zip (60.03 KB) 2012-Jun-06 Notes
Development releases

Version Downloads Date Links
7.x-1.x-dev tar.gz (159.04 KB) | zip (175.67 KB) 2012-jul-02 Notes
6.x-2.x-dev tar.gz (77.88 KB} | zip (88.55 KB) 2012-Aug-17 Notes
Project Information

You need to either

e Copy the download link of your desired version, such as,
http://ftp.drupal.org/files/projects/simplenews-7.x-1.0-rc1.zip
e Oryou can download the archive of this module

Step 2: Go to Admin > Modules and choose Install new module

Home » Administration

Modules o i1sT

Download additional contributed modules to extend Drupal's functionality.

Regularly review and install available updates to maintain a secure and current site. Always run the update script each time a module is updated.

+ Install new module

v CORE
ENABLED NAME VERSION  DESCRIPTION OPERATIONS
Aggregates syndicated content (RSS,
Aggregator 7.8

= RDF, and Atom feeds).
Controls the visual building blocks a page
is constructed with. Blocks are boxes of

v Block 78 content rendered into an area, or region, of Help Permissions Configure

a web page.
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Step 3: Enter the archive file link and click on Install. If it does not work, please use
the second method: browse and upload the archive file, then click on Install.

Home » Administration » Modules

Modules o v | o]

Installing modules and themes requires FTP access to your server. See the handbook for other installation methods.

You can find modules and themes on drupal.org. The following file extensions are supported: zip tar tgz gz bz2.

Install from a URL
http://ftp.drupal.org/files/projects/xmisitemap-7.x-2.0-rc1.zip

For example: http/fip.drupal.org/files/projects/name.tar.gz

Or

Upload a module or theme archive to install
Choose File | No file chosen

For example: name.tar.gz from your local computer

Install

Sometimes, both methods are not working because of file permission. Then you
have to upload the module folder manually via FTP (using FTP client such as
Filezilla) to /sites/all/modules.

Step 4: The module is now installed, but not yet enabled. You have to go to Admin >
Modules to enable it by ticking on the corresponding modules and then hit “Save
Configuration” button.

v MAIL
ENABLED NAME VERSION DESCRIPTION OPERATIONS
Send newsletters to subscribed email
addresses.
7.x-1.%- Requires: Taxonomy {enabled), Options
v Simplenews Help Permissions Configure
dev (enabled), Field (enabled), Field SQL storage
(enabled)
Required by: Simplenews action (enabled)
Provide actions for Simplenews.
o Simplenews 7.x-1x- Requires: Simplenews (enabled), Taxonomy
= action dev (enabled), Options (enabled), Field (enabled),

Field SQL storage (enabled), Trigger (enabled)

Step 5: Now you can use the module. You can click on the “Configure” link beside
the module or you can go to Admin > Configuration > Simple News
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Uninstall a Drupal module

When particular modules are no longer in need, you can uninstall them.

Step 1: Disable module.

You have to go to Admin > Modules and untick the modules that you want to
uninstall, and then click on Save Configuration.

Step 2: Uninstall module

In Step 1, the module is disabled, but still exists on your website. You can enable
them when you need. But if you want to completely remove it, please go to Admin >
Modules and click on the “Uninstall” tab. Then select the modules that you want to
remove and click “Uninstall”.

Home » Administration

Modules ©

LIST UPDATE UNINSTALL

Download additional contributed modules to extend Drupal's functionality.

Regularly review and install available updates to maintain a secure and current site. Always run the update script each time a module is updated.

+ Install new module

v CORE
ENABLED NAME VERSION DESCRIPTION OPERATIONS
Aggregator 78 Aggregates syndicated content (RSS, RDF, and Atom feeds).
Controls the visual building blocks a page is constructed with. Blocks
v Block 78 are boxes of content rendered into an area, or region, of a web page. Help Permissions Configure

Required by: Dashboard (enabied)

Then confirm to uninstall and that's all.

Home » Administration » Modules » Uninstall

Confirm uninstall o

The following modules will be completely uninstalled from your site, and all dat

XML sitemap custom
XML sitemap engines
XML sitemap menu
XML sitemap node
XML sitemap taxonomy
XML sitemap user

Would you like to continue with uninstalling the above?

Uninstall Cancel
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Be careful about the dependancies, ie, module A is required by other modules B
and C. In that case, you should disable and uninstall the other dependant modules
B and C first, then you can disable and uninstall module A.

CREATE CATEGORY FOR BLOG

If you want to have many categories under your Blog, for example, Technology,
Entertainment, Politics, Economy and so on, this section shows you how to do it.

In Drupal, Taxonomy is a method that administrators use to organize website
content. You can set up a taxonomy that allows users to add terms (also known as
tags or metadata) to content.

Taxonomy is created from 'Vocabularies' that contain related 'Terms'. A vocabulary
is a set of terms and terms are just another word for categories. For example:

e “Country”is a vocabulary; “US", “Canada”, “Germany”, “England” and so on
are terms, belonging to “Country” vocabulary.

e “Music genre” is a vocabulary; “Pop”, “Rock”, “Rap”, “R&B” and so on are
terms, belonging to “Music genere” vocabulary.

If you want to understand the basic concepts of taxonomy, | have written a blog
article "Taxonomy Drupal tutorial - Basic concepts" on this issue.

Now we want to make some categories for Blog entry, so:

e Technology, Entertainment, Policitcs and Economy are terms.

e Those terms are all blog categories. Therefore, the vocabulary here is "Blog
category".

e The making of "Blog category" and its children Technology, Entertainment
and so on is called Taxonomy.

Is it easier now? We can move on to the next steps, creating vocabularies and
terms.
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Creating a vocabulary

Step 1: Go to Admin > Structure > Taxonomy, and then click on Add vocabulary link.

Home » Administration » Structure

Taxonomy

Taxanomy is for categorizing content. Terms are grouped into vocabularies. For example, a vocabulary called “Fruit” would contain the terms “Apple” and “Banana’

+ Add vocabulary

VOCABULARY NAME OPERATIONS

# Newsletter edit vocabulary list terms, add terms

4 Tags edit vocabulary list terms add terms

Save

Step 2: Choose a name for your vocabulary, for example, Blog category.

Step 3: Add a description and click Save button.

[
Home » Administration » Structure » Taxononmmy

Taxonomy

Mame *

Description

Save

Creating Terms

After creating a Blog category vocabulary, you will now need to define categories
like Technology, Sport or Politics. These are called terms.

Step 1: Please go to Admin > Structure > Taxonomy, then click on the Add terms
link beside the corresponding vocabulary.
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Home » Administraticn » Structure

Taxonomy

Taxonomy is for categorizing content. Terms are grouped into vocabularies. For example, a vocabulary called “Fruit” would contain the terms “Apple” and "Banana”

+ Add vocabulary

VOCABULARY NAME OPERATIONS

 Newsletter edit vocabulary

 Tags

edit vocabulary listterms add terms
f Testl edit vocabulary list terms add terms

Save

Step 2: Enter details for the new term

Homa = Administration = Struc

Newsletter

Name *

Description

Taxt format Fitersd HTUL [ |

~ RELATIONS

Parent terms
<root>

;

Weight *

wURL PATH SETTINGS

1. Assign your term a name.
2. Choosing the term's "parent", if this term is a sub of another term.
Select term to be related (you can select multiple terms by using the

standard conventions of your operating system, like shift-click and control-
click).

4, List synonyms for your term.
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5. Add weight for term.
6. Finally click on Save.

To view or manage the terms of each vocabulary, click on its list terms link. On the

list terms page you can edit each term by clicking the edit link.

CHANGE THEME COLOR

Our theme has many options such as text size, font family and color and
more. Follow the instruction bellow to customize theme for your Drupal site:

Visit Admin > Appearance, then click “Setting” next to your theme to go to that
theme's configuration page.

ENABLED THEMES

ST alphorn (default theme)

ST alphorn created and design by SymphonyThemes

Settings

Then select the color that you want. We have provided several built-in colors with
this package.

= GENERAL SETTINGS

* COLOR SETTING

Color

Green E|

Blue

Fed
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LAYOUT CONFIGURATION

Sometimes you may want disable responsive, or disable wide screen or reset the
width of screens, or disable some of javascript or css file, or change region of the
site. You can do it at Admin > Appearance > Themes, then click “Setting” next to
your theme to go to that theme’s configuration page.

Responsive Setting

In general, the website support wide screen, normal screen, narrow screen adm
mobile screen. Sometimes you may want disable responsive, or disable wide screen
or reset the width of screens.

e To enable or disable responsive, check to Enable the responsive grid to
enable or disable responsive.

e To disable wide/normal/narrow screen, At wide/normal/narrow setting,
check or uncheck to Use this layout with the responsive grid option

WIDE LAYOUT

dse this layout with the responsive grid

Weight
3 W

The weight of this layout.

Media query
all and {min-width: 1220px)
The @media querny that the Wide layout should respond ta.
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e To change the width of screen, edit value of Media query box

NARROW LAYOUT

Use this layout with the responsive grid

Weight
1 |»

The weight of this layout.

Media query

all and (min-width: 740px) and (min-device-width: 740px), (max-device-width: 800px) and (min-width: 740px) and {orientation:landscape)

The @media query that the Marrow layout should respond to.

Region setting

At this tab, you can change the section of zone, zone of region and change

width/weight/prefix/suffix of region.

‘ HEADER. SECTION ‘

» USER ZONE

»PREFACE ZOMNE

» CONFIGURATION

» REGIONS

¥ PREFACE FIRST

[IFarce this region to be rendered

Enabling this will always render this region, even if it is empty.

Zone Prefix Width Suffix Weight

Preface  |» 0 Colurnns  (» 4 Colurmns (v 0 Columns | 1 =

Additional region classes

» PREFACE SECOND

' PREFACE THIRD
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o Attoggle libraries, check or uncheck to Javascript name to enable or disable

Javescript.

Layout configuration

Grid sett . . .
re sethngs Enable optional libraries

Farmalize

Fone and region configuration

| Media queries
Debugging A

[CJEqual heights
Toggle lLibraries

] Cufon script
Toggle styles
[C]=T ¥alam font script

Toggle advanced elements
[J Custarm script

You can choose from this list to enable optional libraries.

e Attoggle styles, check or uncheck to CSS name to enable or disable CSS file.

Layout configuration

Grid setti .
L] SR Enable optional stylesheets

Zone and region configuration Reset {all) - alpha-reset.css

Created by Eric Meyer.

Debuggin
aging [7] Mobsile (all) - alpha-mobile. css

Toggle libraries Default stylesheet for mobile styles.

[#] Alpha iall} - alpha-alpha css

Toggle styl
o £ SUrEs Default styles & resets for Alpha/Qrmega base theme.
Toggle advanced elements [] Text Styles (all) - omega-text css

Default text styles for Orega.

[ Branding Styles {all} - omega-branding.css

Provides positioning for the loga, title and slogan.

[ Menu Styles (all) - amega-menu.css

Provides positoning and basic C55 for prirnary and secondary menus.

e At advanced elements, check or uncheck to elements to enable or disable the

display of certain page elements.
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Layout configuration

Grid settings Enable or disable the display of certain page elements.

. . . Messages
Zone and region configuration

[w] Action links

Debugging
Tabs

Toggle libraries Ereadcrumb

Toggle styles Fage title

Feed icons
Togagle advanced elements

Choose from the elements below to hide them via CSS
[]Page title
[]5ite name

[]5ite slogan

This will make the element invisible ta narmal users while not removing it from the HTML (e.g. for screenreaders).

INTRODUCTION TO DRUPAL VIEW

View is the heart of displaying content in Drupal. You have your own content like
blog posts, photos, products and so on. Now you want to display them, in
alphabetic order for example, that is when you need views.

View is the most powerful tool in Drupal, but also not pleasant to manage it at all. |
leave views at the very end of this book, because | do not want you to jump into this
hard part first and lose all of your enthusiasm right from the beginning. After you
have gone through 5 previous chapters, | am sure you are now confident enough to
conquere it.

In this tutorial, | present you how to create a Blog page, ie, a list of blog entries.
Although it has been implemented in the package you have downloaded, | will show
you how to do it by your own.

Blog is where you can post entries. Drupal has a built-in content type called “Article”
to support writing blog/news article. An example of a blog page can be found here:

http://demo.symphonythemes.com/drupal7/shamisen/blog

Anatomy of the blog page
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1. The blog page is a list of blog article in a short format. Each short format has:
a title, post date, image, intro text and the Read more link.

2. The blog detail page is the article in full format which has the title, post date,
image, intro text, body, tags and comment forms.

First, create image presets

Image presets are predefined styles for images. Because your uploading images will
be at different size, so if you don't create a common style, they will display as
orginal sizes and your blog page will look messy. When the presets are made,
uploaded images will be resized to a single correct size.

Step 1: Go to Admin > Configuration > Image Styles (admin/config/media/image-
styles), and choose Add style

Image styles ®

Home » Administration » Configuration » Media

Image styles commonly provide thumbnail sizes by scaling and cropping images, but can also add various effects before an image is displ

image is displayed with a style, a new file is created and the original image is left unchanged

+ Add style

STYLE NAME SETTINGS OPERATIONS

thumbnail Default edit

medium Default edit

large Default edit

blog-detail Custom edit delete
blog-list Custom edit delete
slideshow-1200 Custom edit delete

Step 2: Create a blog-list style

Image styles ®

Home » Administration » Configuration » Media » Image styles

Style name *
blog-list

The name is used in URLSs for generated images. Use only lowercase alphanumeric charac

Create new style
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Step 3: On the next page, you will need to create the effect

Image style name *

blog_list
The name is used in URLSs for generated images. Use only lowercase alphanumeric characters, underscores (_), and hyphens (-).
EFFECT OPERATIONS

There are currently no effects in this style. Add one by selecting an option below.

+ | Scale v Add

Update style

There are 3 main effects: Scale, Resize and Crop. They are described as the table

below
Effects Description Example
Scaled to 50% Keep the aspect ratio
Resized to 60x20 Exact size, even if distoring the image

Cropped to 50%x50%, | Display only a part of the image
both offsets set to top

More info on the effects can be found at: http://drupal.org/node/163561

Here we want to keep the ratio of the blog images, so we will add a Scale effect.

Step 4: Please add a number for the width, 200 for example.

Add Scale effect ®

Home » Administration » Configuration » Media » Image styles » Edit style

Scaling will maintain the aspect-ratio of the original image. If only a single dimension is specified, the other dimension wil

Width -
200 pixels

Height )
pixels

+/ Allow Upscaling

Let scale make images larger than their original size

Add effect Cancel
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You can enter the width only, so all uploaded blog images will scale to a common
width of 200 px. The height will change proportionally as the image ratio is kept.

You can also tick on the “Allow Upscaling” option. This option will resize images
whose widths are less than 200px. The results will be blur images but your blog will
be neat and clean.

Step 5: Click on Add effect, go back to the main style window and click on Update
style.

The “blog-list” style has been created. Please follow these above steps to create a
second style called “blog-detail”. That is the image style for the blog detail page.
You can set a wider width, 300 or 400px, it is totally upto you.

Second, create or edit the Article content type

Drupal has a built in content type called “Article”. Just go and check if it has enough
fields that we want:

Step 1: Go to Admin > Structure > Content types (admin/structure/types).

Step 2: You will see all content types available on your site. Please click on the
“manage fields” of the “Article” content type.

Content types @

Home » Administration » Structure

+ Add content type

NAME OPERATIONS
Article (Machine name: article) manage manage

edit delete
Use articles for time-sensitive content like news, press releases or blog posts fields display
Basic page (Machine name: page) manage manage

edit delete
Use basic pages for your static content, such as an 'About us' page. fields display

Poll (Machine name: poll)

manage manage
A po once created, automatically provides a simple running fields display
coun
Simplenews newsletter (Machine name: simplenews) manage manage

edit delete
A newsletter issue to be sent to subscribed email addresses fields display

Step 3: Add the Introtext field, type: Long text and subtype: Text area (multiple
rows), the click on Save, as the image below
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Home » Administration » Structure » Content types » Article

Article © n MANAGE FIELDS

Show row weights

LABEL NAME FIELD WIDGET OPERATIONS
o Title title Node module element
++ Body body Long text and summary Text area with a summary edit delete
Autocomplete term widget
+ Tags field_tags Term reference X edit delete
(tagging)
+ Image field_image Image Image edit delete
++  URL path settings path Path module form elements
I
Add new field
field_ introtext Long text v Text area (multiple rows) ¥
Introtext
= Field name (a-z, 0-9, ) Type of data to store. Form element to edit the data.
al
+

Step 4: Here we see that the Image field is available by default. But if it does not
exist, you can repeat these steps to create the Image field.

Step 5: Now we need to add the image style “blog-detail’ that we have created to
this Article content type. So when you view an Article node, the image will display at
the predefined size. Please click on the “Manage Display” tab.

Home » Administration » Structure » Content types » Article

e | BT MANAGEFELDS  WANAGEDISPLAY  COMMENIFELDS  COMMENTOISPLAY
e D

Contentitems can be displayed using different view modes: Teaser, Full content, Print, RSS, etc. Teaser is a short format that is typically used in lists of multiple

content items. Full content is typically used when the content is displayed on its own page.

Here, you can define which fields are shown and hidden when Article content is displayed in each view mode, and define how the fields are displayed in each

view mode.
Show row weights
FIELD LABEL FORMAT
+#+| Image <Hidden> ¥ Image v Image style: blog-detail
++  Body <Hidden> ¥ Default v
+ Tags Above ¥ Link v
4+ Introtext Above ¥ Default v
Hidden

Please pay attention to the two small icons named “Teaser’ and “Default’.
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e Teaser: a short format of the article node, used in lists of multiple content
items. We will add the “blog-list” image style here.

e Default: full content, when the content is displayed on its own page. We will
add the “blog-detail” image style there.

Step 6: We are now at the Default tab, please click on the wheel icon on the very
right of the Image field. It will pop down like this:

Tesser

Content items can be displayed using different view modes: Teaser, Full content, Print, RSS, etc. Teaseris a short format that is typically used in lists of multiple

content items. Full content is typically used when the content is displayed on its own page.

Here, you can define which fields are shown and hidden when Articie content is displayed in each view mode, and define how the fields are displayed in each
view mode.
Show row weights

FIELD LABEL FORMAT

+4 Image <Hidden> ¥ Format settings: Image

Image style
blog-detail v

Link image to
Nothing ¥

Update Cancel

Then choose Image style as “blog-detail’ and Link image to “Nothing”. Then click
Update. Then go back to the main Manage Display window and click Save.

Step 7: Please go to the Teaser tab, and apply the “blog-list” style for the image.
Also select to link the image to “Content”. Click on Update and then Save.

octut

Show row weights

FIELD LABEL FORMAT

++  Image <Hidden> ¥ Format settings: Image

Image style
| blog-list v

Link image to
Content ¥

Update Cancel

Third, create the view
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Now we will create a view to display the list of all Article nodes.

Step 1: Go to Admin > Structure > Views and choose Add a new view

Home » Administration » Structure

Views ©

VIEW NAME

blog

Displays: Block, Page
In database

Type: Content

List Node Page Titles
Display: Page

In code

Type: Content

+ Add new view |t Add view from template < Import

DESCRIPTION

List all Nodes with their Page Titles

Step 2: Enter the following information:

TAG PATH

default /blog

/admin/reports/page-titie

View name *
blog Machine name: blog |Edit]
! Description
Show Content v  of type| Article v  tagged with

¥ Create a page

Page title

blog
Path

http:/flocalhost/d7/d7base/ blog

sorted byl Newest first v

Display format

Unformatted list ¥ | of teasers

v

with links (allow users to add comments, etc.) ¥

without comments ¥

I_tems to display
10

4 Use a pager

—I Create a menu link

— Include an RSS feed

—/ Create a block

Save & exit Continue & edit

e View name: blog

Cancel

e Show: Content of type Article, sorted by Newest first
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e Tick on Create a page and enter:

e Page title: Blog

e Path: /blog

e Display format: Unformatte list of Teaser with Links without Comments.

e Item to display: 10 (or 5, it is upto you)

e Tick on “Use a pager” so if you have more than 10 blog posts, there will be a
pager at the end of the page so you can browse older posts.

Click on Save and Exit, it will browse you to your new blog page

blog Q

Cras ante arcu, commodo lobortis rhoncus eu

Navigation

‘y ! ' Alphorn Everywhere

Danec et mauris eget nulla rhancus feugiat. Duis ultricies erat sed orci ultrices iaculis semper ligula placerat.

Suspendisse potenti. Marbi semper elit nec tellus egestas et aemia justo pretimm. Cural

irn

dignissim non mutrum hareet, congue ut augue. Mauris vitae felis masa, at scelerisque Jectus. G

socxesqu al litora torquent per conubia nastra, per nceptos himena o =
“ R P ; o Sample Block UL

malesuaxda eget porttitar risus faucibus. Pracsent vel arci eget tellus mattis valntpat ac sit amet augue. Marbi at

nisi in higula tnstique rhancus o Omime [H‘_Zn er

Vivamus interdum dolor eros

0 at nisl malesuada vel dictum

Jorem mattic Aliquam venenatis varius tempus. Aenean vestibulim convallis ut vestibulum diam

ullamcarper. Mauris justo tellus, elementum nec fringilla sit amet, facilis mtor. Curabitur convalls mutrum

pretium. Cras sed felis nisl, quis sagittis nisi. Nullam Bhero nunc, v hancus ac metus

Phasellus libero umna, auctor at vulputate eu, commxxio sit amet metus. Fusce mutrum tempus venenatis. Morbi

il est nec keo dapibus dignisam

Step 5: You can always go back and change other settings by going to Admin >
Structure > Views and click on Edit button of the view you have created.
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Step 6: Apply predefined CSS style for this view

Displays

+ Add edit view name/description v
vPage details

Display name: Page view page v
TITLE PAGE SETTINGS ¥ Advanced

Title: blog-ist Path: /blog-list "
s o z oo CONTEXTUAL FILTERS add
e sl RELATIONSHIPS acd

oy

Format: Unformatted list | Settings Access: Pemission |

Show: Content | Teaser Mrew; publishid cantent NO RESULTS BEHAVIOR 334
FIELDS HEADER ad EXPOSED FORM

The selected style or row format does not FOOTER add Exposed form in block: No

utilize fields. PAGER Exposed form style: Basic | Settings
FILTER CRITERIA add v Use pager: Full | Paged, 10 items OTHER

Content: Published (Yes) Machine Name: page

Content: Type (= Article) Commenti: No comment

Use AJAX: No

SORT CRITERIA add  ~
Cactent Pt dutes (dass) Hide attachments in summary: No
Use aggregation: No
Query settings: Settings
Field Language: Cument user's language
Caching: None

CSS class: None

Theme: Information

And enter “view-list-articles”. It is a predefined CSS style which we have built for
this theme package. If it does not work, please try “view-list-blog".

Page: CSS class 2

For All displays Y

View-list-articles

The CSS class names will be added to the view. This enables you to use specific CSS code
for each view. You may define multiples classes separated by spaces.

Apply (all displays) Cancel

This tutorial shows you a basic view configuration only. There are alot of things
which we are unable to cover within this book. If you want to enhance your
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knowledges with Drupal views, | have listed some resources at the last chapter of
this book.
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THANK YOU

Congratulation! You have made through 7 hours of this Drupal tutorial. | hope you
are much more comfortable with your new Drupal site than you first start. That will
much encourage you to learn more about Drupal. There are more difficulties to

come, but when you get yourself familiar with it, you will enjoy the power of this
great CMS.

What to do next?
At , we
If you are a business owner, you can stop here and provide Drupal themes of

concentrate on adding more content value to your site VZ”OUF categories:
. : shopping, newspaper,
which is good for your business. You have learned all PpInE. pap
organization, photography,
basic techniques to mange your site succesfully. business, travel etc ...
e You need more Drupal themes for your y
busines site, please go to Symphony Themes

resources, we have a lot of themes in various topics: newspaper, ecommerce,
travel, organization, business and etc.

e You need to add more advanced features, please seek helps from Drupal
developers. The Drupal community is a great place to ask for helps.

If you want to develop yourself as a Drupal developer, this book has given you a
good start. You will need to learn alot more. There are some resources that my
developers used to go to:

e Drupalize.me: you can find video tutorials for all Drupal subjects here.
Drupalize.me is from Lullabot, a welknown Drupal training company since
the first period of Drupal.

e Packtpub: Packtpub provides Drupal books and other open source books. It
is one of the biggest publishers for open source community.
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Feedbacks

When you feel some parts of this book dragged your down, please kindly send me
your opinions via info@symphonythemes.com. | appreciate your feedbacks as the
main source to make this book more relevant and useful.

If you have problems with the free Drupal themes provided with this book, please
raise an issue to our support forum.

Also, please follow the Symphony Themes Twitter at @symphonythemes. We

frequently publish new articles about Drupal tutorials and themes.

Copyright

This book is a commercial book. | do appreciate that you do not scan, upload or
distribute this book via Internet or via any other means without the permissions
from me.

Version

This version was created on August 2012 and it was based on the best experiences
and information available at that time. You can check for updates on my website:

e My blog: http://tuthanh.com/master-drupal-in-7-hours

e Symphony Themes: http://www.symphonythemes.com/master-drupal-in-7-

hours

We will continue update this course with more information. We hope to have
comments from you.

Thanks for reading and good luck!
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